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1. SUMMARY: LAGOS REMAINED FAIRLY QUIET MONDAY 
MAY 1 EXCEPT FOR A DEMONSTRATION BY BERGER WORKERS. 
RUMORS CIRCULATED THAT STUDENTS WERE ATTEMPTING 
TO ORGANIZE A MARCH ON DODAN BARRACKS TUESDAY 
MAY 2. EMBOFE WHO VISITED SCENE OF FRIDAY'S 

RIOTS MONDAY EVENING SAW NO SIGNS OF POLICE. 

THE DAILY TIMES REPORTED POLICE WERE OUT IN 
FORCE IN ABEOKUTA BECAUSE OF RUMORED PROBLEMS 
AND THERE WERE SOME CLASHES. IF THE RUMORED 
DEMONSTRATION IN LAGOS DOES COME OFF THERE WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY BE ANOTHER CLASH WITH POLICE. THE 
BERGER DEMONSTRATION ON MONDAY AND THE ARREST 
OF TWO UNION OFFICIALS COULD ALSO GENERATE 
GREATER CONCERN AMONG WORKERS. END SUMMARY. 

2. LAGOS REMAINED FAIRLY QUIET MONDAY MAY 1 EXCEPT 
FOR REPORTED DEMONSTRATIONS BY JULIUS BERGER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 05529 01 OE 02 030722Z 

WORKERS AT THEIR OEFICES. THE DEMONSTRATION WAS 
A PROTEST AGAINST INCREASED PAYMENTS TO THE 
NATIONAL PROVIDENT EUND (NPF). THIS GOVERNMENT 
DECISION HAS BEEN THE SOURCE OF CONTINUING 
UNHAPPINESS AMONG WORKERS AND WE UNDERSTOOD THAT 
THE MINISTRY OE LABOR WAS SEEKING GOVERNMENT 
APPROVAL TO DELAY IMPOSITION OF INCREASED EEES. 
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ACCORDING TO THE NEW NIGERIAN ABOUT 600 BERGER 
EMPLOYEES "STORMED" THE COMPANY OEFICES AT IJORA 
IN THREE TRAILERS CHANTING WAR SONGS AND DEMANDED 
REPAYMENT OF THEIR TAXES AND NPF CONTRIBUTIONS 
DEDUCTED THE PREVIOUS SATURDAY. REPORTEDLY 
STONES WERE HURLED THROUGH WINDOWS, AT LEAST 36 
VEHICLES DAMAGED AND OEFICE WORKERS FLED. 

3. AS REPORTED YESTERDAY THE LAGOS BUS SYSTEM 
WAS FUNCTIONING AGAIN, ALTHOUGH THERE APPEAR TO 
BE FEWER BUSES THAN NORMAL. ACCORDING TO 

NEWS MEDIA AND CONTACTS ARMED SOLDIERS AND POLICE 
HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED TO EACH BUS TO FORESTALL 
INCIDENTS. DAILY TIMES ALSO REPORTED THAT ARMED 
TROOPS PATROLLED THE RIOT AREAS. HOWEVER, EMBOFE 
WHO VISITED RIOT AREA LAST NIGHT SAW NO SIGNS OF 
POLICE OR TROOPS AND SITUATION APPEARED NORMAL 
WITH PEDESTRIANS AND TRADERS WANDERING ACROSS 
STREETS, BLOCKING THOROUGHFARES AND VEHICLES 
ROARING THROUGH IN THE USUAL NIGERIAN MANNER. 

4. PRESS REPORTED THAT MANY SCHOOLS IN LAGOS WERE 
"VIRTUALLY EMPTY" MONDAY AS PARENTS KEPT THEIR 
CHILDREN HOME. ONE EMBASSY EMPLOYEE REPORTED THAT 
HIS CHILDREN HAD BEEN SENT HOME BY TEACHERS WHO 
HEARD RUMORS OF MORE DISTURBANCES. RUMORS 
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CIRCULATED MONDAY AFTERNOON THAT STUDENTS WERE 
ATTEMPTING TO ORGANIZE A MARCH ON DODAN BARRACKS 
TUESDAY MAY 2. 

5. DAILY TIMES REPORTED THAT ARMED POLICEMENT 
WERE IN "STRATEGIC AREAS" OF ABEOKUTA YESTERDAY 
TO "FORESTALL ANY LIKELY DISORDER." 

SHOPS WERE CLOSED, SOME SCHOOLS WERE CLOSED, 

TAXIS DID NOT OPERATE AND MANY MOTORISTS 
STAYED OFF THE ROADS. OGUN STATE GOVERNOR LT. 

COL. ADYODELE BALOGUN REPORTEDLY APPEARED ON A 
SPECIAL BRADCAST SUNDAY NIGHT TO WARN OF "A 
PLAN BY SOME EVIL DOERS TO EOMENT TROUBLE IN 
THE TOWN UNDER THE CAMOUFLAGE OE THE PRESENT 
STUDENTS CRISIS." TIMES ALSO REPORTED SOME 
CLASHES AND THAT ABOUT 20 "UNDESIRABLE ELEMENTS" 
WERE ARRESTED. 
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6. DEFENSE ATTACHE HEARD ON MONDAY THERE HAD 
BREN A MEETING WITH SENIOR CIVIL SERVANTS WHO 
WERE ASKED TO IDENTIFY NON-STUDENTS WHO HAD 
ENCOURAGED RECENT EVENTS. IN AN APPARENTLY 
RELATED EVENT, SKETCH REPORTED THAT FOUR 
LECTURERS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN, DR. BADE 
ONIMODE, DR. WALE ADENIRAN, "COMRADE" OLA ONI 
AND 0. ONOGE HAD BEEN "INVITED" BY SECURITY MEN 
TO ASSIST IN AN "UNDISCLOSED INVESTIGATION." 

THREE OF THESE MEN ARE WELL KNOWN LEFTISTS AND 
TWO ARE OFFICIALS OF THE UNION OF ACADEMIC STAFF 
OF NIGERIAN UNIVERSITIES-ONIMODE IS PRESIDENT 

AND ADENIRAN IS SECRETARY. ALL FOUR WERE REPORTED 
TO HAVE SPOKEN IN FAVOR OF THE STUDENTS DURING 
THE CRISIS. ON APRIL 17 "COMRADE" OLI REPORTEDLY 
ADDRESSED DEMONSTRATING STUDENTS AND DESCRIBED 
THEIR ACTIONS AS "A LANDMARK IN THE EVOLUTION OE 
FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS." 

7. ON THE LEGAL FRONT SEGUN OKEOWO HAS FILED 
SUIT AGAINST JUSTICE UDO UDOMA, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, ASKING THAT HE BE RESTRAINED 
FROM PREVENTING OKEOWO FROM PARTICIPATING IN ASSEMBLY 
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PROCEEDINGS. 

8. COMMENT: THE SITUATION REMAINED QUIET IN 
LAGOS TUESDAY MORNING. IE STUDENTS REMAIN AT 
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HOME AGAIN TODAY IT WILL MAKE EEEORTS TO ORGANIZE A 
DEMONSTRATION DIFEICULT. HOWEVER, IF DEMONSTRATORS DO 
ATTEMPT TO MARCH ON DODAN BARRACKS WE WOULD ANTICIPATE 
ANOTHER CONFRONTATION WITH THE POLICE. THE REPORTED 
DEMONSTRATION OF BERGER WORKERS IS A BAD SIGN BECAUSE 
NPF PAYMENTS WERE ONE OF THE ISSUES WHICH MINISTRY OF 
LABOR THOUGHT IT HAD DEALT WITH SUCCESSFULLY LAST 
WEEK WHEN AN OFFICIAL SAID HE HAD "NIPPED IN THE BUD" A 
GENERAL STRIKE. WHILE THE DETENTION OF LECTURERS IN 
IBADAN MAY NOT HAVE WIDER IMPLICATIONS, TWO OF THEM ARE 
OFFICIALS OF A SENIOR STAFF UNION. EVEN THOUGH THE 
UNION IS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH THE NIGERIA LABOR CONGRESS, 
THE DETENTION COULD THUS SPARK OTHER WORKER DISCONTENT. 
END COMMENT. 

WYMAN 
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